
Unit 1 Philosophy of Education: Introduction
 
INTRODUCTION
 
It is not easy to say what exactly philosophy is, how to study it, or how to do it. Philosophy, like all other field, is
unique. The reason why it is so difficult for us to categories philosophy is because philosophizing makes up so
much of what we do during life - there is no escaping it for anyone who wants to think clearly or think about
important subjects. Hence, we need to learn how to do it well.
 
Defining and explaining philosophy is not an easy task · the very nature of the subject seems to resist
description. The problem is that philosophy, in one way or another, ends up touching upon nearly every aspect of
human life. Philosophy has something to say when it comes to science, art, religion, politics, medicine, and a host
of other topics. This is also why a basic grounding in philosophy is so important for all mankind.
 
In this introductory topic of philosophy, we will explore what philosophy mean, what are the main branches of
philosophy and for philosophy of education, what kind of study of education that is philosophical in common to
the meaning of education. In short, this topic is an introduction to philosophy for future teachers seeking to
fulfill the first of their university philosophy requirements and intended to introduce you to philosophical
questions, to make you aware of how some of history's greatest philosophers have approached those questions
and what they have had to say about them, to help you articulate philosophical concerns of your own and, most
importantly, to learn how to address them.
 
(a) What is the usefulness of philosophy? Explain.
(b) Why do we need it? Discuss.
 
6.1 WHAT IS PHILOSOPHY?
 
Philosophy comes from the Greek for “love of wisdom”, giving us two important starting points: love or passion
and wisdom through knowledge and understanding. Philosophy sometimes seems to be pursued without passion
as if it were a technical subject like engineering or mathematics. Although there is a role for dispassionate
research, philosophy must derive from some passion for the ultimate goal: a reliable, accurate understanding
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ourselves and our world.
 
Philosophy is the study of general and fundamental problems concerning matters such as existence, knowledge,
truth, beauty, law, justice, validity, mind, and language (Teichmann & Evans, 1999). According to Grayling
(1998), philosophy is distinguished from other ways of addressing these questions, such as mysticism or
mythology, by its critical, generally systematic approach and its reliance on reasoned argument. Moreover,
philosophy is rationally thinking, of a more or less systematic kind about the general nature of the world –
metaphysics or theory of existence, the justification of belief - epistemology or theory of knowledge, and the
conduct of life - ethics or theory of value (Quinton, 1995).
 
Quinton (1995) mentioned further that:
 
“Each of the three elements in this list has a non-philosophical counterpart, from which it is distinguished by its
explicitly rational and critical way of proceeding and by its systematic nature. Everyone has some general
conception of the nature of the world in which they live and of their place in it. Metaphysics replaces the un-
argued assumptions embodied in such a conception with a rational and organized body of beliefs about the
world as a whole.
 
Everyone has occasion to doubt and question beliefs, their own or those of others, with more or less success
and without any theory of what they are doing. Epistemology seeks by argument to make explicit the rules of
correct belief formation. Everyone governs their conduct by directing it to desired or valued ends. Ethics, or
moral philosophy, in its most inclusive sense, seeks to articulate, in rationally systematic form, the rules or
principles involved (p. 666).”
 
Philosophy is a subject at the core of most humanities courses. It focuses on abstract questions, for examples
such as:
 
• Does God exist?
• Is the world really as it appears to us?
• How should we live?
• What is art?
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• Do we have genuine freedom of choice? and
• What is the mind?
 
These very abstract questions can arise out of our everyday experience. The analysis of reasons and
arguments is a particular province of philosophy. In fact, in as much as philosophy has a distinctive method, it is
this: the construction, criticism and analysis of arguments. Philosophical skills are applicable in any area where
arguments are important, not just in the realms of abstract speculation.  For this reason, a basic grounding in
philosophy is extremely valuable in whatever academic subject.
 
Why should anyone, including teachers, care about philosophy? Many think of philosophy as an idle, academic
pursuit, never amounting to anything of practical value. If you look at the works of ancient Greek philosophers,
they were asking the same questions which today philosophers ask. Doesn't this mean that philosophy never
gets anywhere and never accomplishes anything?
 
The study of philosophy is usually approached in one of two different ways: the systematic or topical method
and the historical or biographical method. Both have their strengths and weaknesses and it is often beneficial
to avoid focusing on one to the exclusions of the other, at least whenever possible. To study philosophy you
have to engage in philosophical argument - reasons or evidence leading to a conclusion.
 
Nevertheless, philosophy is:
 
(a) A doctrine - a belief or system of beliefs accepted as authoritative by some group or school;
(b) The rational investigation of questions about existence and knowledge and ethics;
(c) Any personal belief about how to live or how to deal with a situation; and
(d) An academic discipline that is often divided into five major branches:
 
(I) Logic;
(ii) Metaphysics;
(iii) Epistemology;
(iv) Ethics; and
(v) Aesthetics.
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Therefore, a philosopher is a wise person who is calm and rational, and someone who lives a life of reason with
equability.
 
A philosophy is a system of beliefs about reality. It is one’s integrated view of the world. It includes an
understanding of the nature of existence, man, and his role in the world. Philosophy is the foundation of
knowledge. It is the standard by which ideas are integrated and understood.
 
Philosophy is a necessary product of man's rational mind. To live, man must gain knowledge of the world. To
understand the world, man must form conclusions about its very nature. For instance, to gain knowledge of
particular objects, man must recognize that objects have identity. He must recognize that conclusions are
possible because the world does exist, and exists in a particular way.
 
Philosophy provides the framework for which man can understand the world. It provides the premises by which
man can discover truth, and uses his mind to support his life. Every man has an understanding of the world.
Every man must have a philosophy, even if it is never made explicit.
 
It is notoriously difficult to give a good general definition of philosophy. Finally, one example of problem that
you may find philosophers discussing and arguing is:
 
The Problem of Evil as Christians believe that God is all powerful and all loving, but these attributes are
difficult to reconcile with the existence of evil in the world, as Epicurus, an ancient Greek philosopher
pointed out: Is God willing to prevent evil, but not able? Then He is powerless. Is He able, but not
willing? Then He is mean. Is he both able and willing? When then is evil? How serious a threat is this line
of thought to traditional Christian belief?
 
To conclude what philosophy is, consider this statement:
 
PHILOSOPHY = “a critical examination of reality characterized by rational inquiry that aims at the Truth for
the sake of attaining wisdom.”
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6.2 BRANCHES OF PHILOSOPHY
 
Instead of being treated as a single, unified subject, philosophy is typically broken down into a number of
specialties and it is common for contemporary philosophers to be experts in one field but know little about
another. After all, philosophy addresses complex issues from all facets of life - being an expert on all of
philosophy would entail being an expert on all of the most fundamental questions which life has to offer.
 
The discipline of philosophy has traditionally been broken into five main branches or areas of study:
 
(a) Metaphysics or ontology is the study of reality or existence. Some of the questions that metaphysics deals
with are: what is ultimate reality? Is it one thing or is it many different things? can reality be grasped by the
senses or is it transcendent?, and what is the mind, what is its relation to the body?, and what's out there?
 
(b) Epistemology is the study of knowledge. Among the questions that epistemology deals with are: what is
knowledge? Is knowledge acquired exclusively through the senses or by some other means? how do we know
that what we perceive through our senses is correct?, and how do I know about it?
 
(c) Ethics is the study of right and wrong in human action or the study of action. Some of the questions
treated by the field of ethics are: what is right? Are there any objective standards of right and wrong? are
moral values absolute or relative?, and what should I do?
 
(d) Aesthetics is the study of beauty or the study of art. Among the questions aesthetics deals with are: what
makes a thing beautiful? Are there any objective standards of beauty? and what can life be like?
 
(e) Logic is the study of the principles of right reasoning. Logic is the basic tool that philosophers use to
investigate reality. Among the questions raised by logic are: what makes an argument valid or invalid, and what
is a sound argument?
 
These are the main branches of philosophy. Throughout its history, however, the discipline of philosophy has also
been used as a tool to investigate other domains of life. For example: philosophy of God, philosophy of religion,
political philosophy, social philosophy, philosophy of science, and philosophy of law.
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Most academic subjects have a philosophy, for example the philosophy of science, the philosophy of
mathematics, the philosophy of logic, the philosophy of law, and the philosophy of history. In addition, a range of
academic subjects have emerged to deal with areas which would have historically been the subject of philosophy.
These include psychology, anthropology, and science.
 
There is a hierarchical relationship between these branches: at the root is metaphysics: the study of existence
and the nature of existence; closely related is epistemology: the study of knowledge and how we know about
reality and existence; dependent on epistemology is ethics: the study of how man should act; ethics is
dependent on epistemology because it is impossible to make choices without knowledge; and aesthetics: the
study of art and sense of life is slightly separate, but depends on metaphysics, epistemology, and ethics.
 
6.2.1 Metaphysics
 
In Western philosophy this field has become the study of the fundamental nature of all reality - what is it, why
it is, and how are we to understand it. Several regard metaphysics as the study of higher reality or the
invisible nature behind everything, but that isn't actually true. It is, instead, the study of all of reality, visible
and invisible. Metaphysics investigates the nature of being and the world and its traditional branches are
cosmology and ontology.
 
Moreover, metaphysics is the branch of philosophy responsible for the study of existence. It is the foundation
of a worldview. It answers the question "What is?" It encompasses everything that exists, as well as the
nature of existence itself. It says whether the world is real, or merely an illusion. It is a fundamental view of
the world around us.
 
Metaphysics is the foundation of philosophy. Without an explanation or an interpretation of the world around
us, we would be helpless to deal with reality. We could not feed ourselves, or act to preserve our lives. The
degree to which our metaphysical worldview is correct is the degree to which we are able to comprehend the
world, and act accordingly. Without this firm foundation, all knowledge becomes suspect. Any flaw in our view of
reality will make it more difficult to live. Page 106
 
6.2.2 Epistemology
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Epistemology is the study of the grounds and nature of knowledge itself. Epistemological studies usually focus
upon our means for acquiring knowledge; thus modern epistemology generally involves a debate between
rationalism and empiricism, or the question of whether knowledge can be acquired a priori or a posteriors.
Epistemology is concerned with the nature and scope of knowledge, and whether knowledge is possible. Among
its central concerns has been the
challenge posed by skepticism and the relationships between truth, belief, and justification.
 
Epistemology is the study of our method of acquiring knowledge. It answers the question, how do we know? It
encompasses the nature of concepts, the constructing of concepts, the validity of the senses, logical
reasoning, as well as thoughts, ideas, memories, emotions, and all things mental. It is concerned with how our
minds are related to reality, and whether these relationships are valid or invalid.
 
Epistemology is the explanation of how we think. It is required in order to be able to determine the true from
the false, by determining a proper method of evaluation. It is needed in order to use and obtain knowledge of
the world around us. Without epistemology, we could not think. More specifically, we would have no reason to
believe our thinking was productive or correct, as opposed to random images flashing before our mind. With an
incorrect epistemology, we would not be able to distinguish truth from error. The consequences are obvious.
The degree to which our epistemology is correct is the degree to which we could understand reality, and the
degree to which we could use that knowledge to promote our lives and goals. Flaws in epistemology will make it
harder to accomplish anything.
 
6.2.3 Logic
 
Logic is the study of methods of reasoning and argumentation, both proper and improper. Logic deals with
patterns of thinking that lead from true premises to true conclusions, originally developed in ancient Greece.
Beginning in the late 19th century, mathematicians such as Frege focused on a mathematical treatment of
logic, and today the subject of logic has two broad divisions: mathematical logic - formal symbolic logic and what
is now called philosophical logic.
 
Logic comes from classical Greek - logos, originally meaning the word, or what is spoken, but coming to mean
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thought or reason is most often said to be the study of arguments, although the exact definition of logic is a
matter of controversy amongst philosophers. However the subject is grounded, the task of the logician is the
same, that is, to advance an account of valid and fallacious inference to allow one to distinguish good from bad
arguments.
 
6.2.4 Ethics
 
Ethics is the formal study of moral standards and conduct and is also often called moral philosophy, finding
answers to questions such as: what is good?, what is evil?, how should I behave - and why?, and how should I
balance my needs against the needs of others? These are some of the questions asked in the field of ethics.
Ethics is concerned with questions of how persons ought to act or if such questions are answerable. The main
branches of ethics are meta-ethics, normative ethics, and applied ethics. Meta-ethics concerns the nature of
ethical thought, comparison of various ethical systems, whether there are absolute ethical truths, and how such
truths could be known. Ethics is also associated with the idea of morality.
 
Ethics is also the branch of study dealing with what is the proper course of action for man. It answers the
question, “what do I do?” It is the study of right and wrong in human endeavors. At a more fundamental level,
it is the method by which we categorize our values and pursue them. Do we pursue our own happiness, or do we
sacrifice ourselves to a greater cause?
 
In addition, ethics is a requirement for human life. It is our means of deciding a course of action. Without it,
our actions would be random and aimless. There would be no way to work towards a goal because there would be
no way to pick between a limitless numbers of goals. Even with an ethical standard, we may be unable to pursue
our goals with the possibility of success. To the degree which a rational ethical standard is taken, we are able
to correctly organize our goals and actions to accomplish our most important values. Any flaw in our ethics will
reduce our ability to be successful in our endeavors.
SELF CHECK 1.1
(a) What is the difference between metaphysics and epistemology? Explain.
(b) What is the difference between aesthetics and ethics? Explore.
 
6.3 THE MEANING OF EDUCATION AND PHILOSOPHY OF EDUCATION

 PDFmyURL.com

http://pdfmyurl.com?otsrc=watermark&otclc=0.01
http://pdfmyurl.com?otsrc=watermark&otclc=0.01


 
Education means a wide variety of things to different people. For some, education is something we do in school
in order to get a decent career. For others, education is the gaining of life experience. Education in its
broadest sense is any act or experience that has a formative effect on the mind, character, or physical ability
of an individual. In its technical sense education is the process by which society deliberately transmits its
accumulated knowledge, skills and values from one generation to another through institutions.
 
In Webster’s Dictionary of 1828, the definition of education is „the bringing up, as of a child, instruction;
formation of manners; education comprehends all that series of instruction and discipline which is intended to
enlighten the understanding, correct the temper, and form the manners and habits of youth, and fit them for
usefulness in their future stations. There are two types of education: formal and informal.
 
Teachers in schools direct the education of students and might draw on many subjects, including reading,
writing, mathematics, science and history. This process is called schooling when referring to the education of
youth. Essentially, the purpose of education is to:
 
(a) “Enlighten the understanding” - that is to give light to, to give clearer views, to illuminate, to instruct, to
enable to see or comprehend truth as to enlighten the mind or understanding; whereas understanding is the
faculty of the human mind by which it apprehends the real state of things presented to it, or by which it
receives or comprehends the ideas which others express and intend to communicate.
 
(b) Correct the temper - instill good character, behavior, communication skills.
 
(c) Form the manners and habits of youth - encourage good work habits and behavior: industriousness,
truthfulness, honesty, responsibility, patience, resourcefulness, gentleness, and carefulness.
 
(d) Fit them for usefulness for their future stations - train them in being able to teach the next generation
and teach them appropriately for their God-given roles.
 
Education is the knowledge of putting one's potentials to maximum use. One can safely say that a human being
is not in the proper sense till he is educated. In consequence, the importance of education is basically for two
reasons:
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(i) That the training of a human mind is not complete without education as education makes man a right
thinker and it tells man how to think and how to make decision.
 
(ii) Only through the attainment of education, man is enabled to receive information from the external world
and to acquaint himself with past history and receive all necessary information regarding the present; since
without education, man is as though in a closed room and with education he finds himself in a room with all its
windows open towards outside world.
 
Philosophy of education is the philosophical study of education and its problems. In other words, it is the
application of philosophical methods to the theory and practice of education. Several topics investigated in the
philosophy of education are the nature of learning, especially in children; the purpose of education, particularly
the question of whether the chief goal of educators should be imparting knowledge, developing intellectual
independence, or instilling moral or political values; the nature of education-related concepts, including the
concept of education itself; the sources and legitimacy of educational authority; and the conduct of
educational research. To mentioned, a few major figures in the history of the philosophy of education include
Plato, Jean-Jacques Rousseau, and John Dewey.
 
In addition, philosophy of education is the study of such questions as what education is and what its purpose is,
the nature of the knowing mind and the human subject, problems of authority, and the relationship between
education and society. To some extent, philosophy of education has been linked to greater or lesser degrees
to theories of human development where the philosophy of education recognizes that the enterprise of civil
society depends on the education of the young, and that to educate children as responsible, thoughtful and
enterprising citizens is an intricate, challenging task requiring deep understanding of ethical principles, moral
values, political theory, aesthetics, and economics as well in understanding who are children, in themselves and
in society.
 
Philosophy of education began as early in ancient Greece as an integral facet of the philosophy of Socrates and
other who called them themselves philosophers. Concisely, the philosophy of education deals with how children
should be educated, what they should be educated in, and what the ultimate purpose of education should be for
society. If a person wants to be a more effective teacher, practically he or she need to have a sound
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philosophical perspectives that helps the teacher to see the interaction among students, curriculum,
administration, and aims and goals of education.
 
To end our discussion of philosophy of education let us think about what some great people have said on this
subject:
 
• Aristotle, „It is the mark of an educated mind to be able to entertain a thought without accepting it.
• De Montaigne from On Teaching Philosophy of Education: “Since philosophy is the art which teaches us how to
live, and since children need to learn it as much as we do at other ages, why do we not instruct them in it? ..
But in truth I know nothing about the philosophy of education except this: that the greatest and the most
important difficulty known to human learning seems to
lie in that area which treats how to bring up children and how to educate them.”
• Jean Jacques Rousseau, Emile from On Philosophy of Education: Plants are shaped by cultivation and men by
education...we are born weak, we need strength; we are born totally unprovided, we need aid; we are born
stupid, we need judgment. Everything we do not have at our birth and which we need when we are grown is
given us by education.
 
(a) What kind of questions and problems does philosophy of education deals with? Discuss.
(b) Why there is a need to have some understanding of philosophy of education in order to be good teachers?
Explain.
 
SUMMARY
 
• Philosophy comes from the Greek for “love of wisdom”, giving us two important starting points: love or passion
and wisdom through knowledge and understanding.
• Philosophy is rationally thinking, of a more or less systematic kind about the general nature of the world -
metaphysics or theory of existence, the justification of belief - epistemology or theory of knowledge, and the
conduct of life - ethics or theory of value.
• The discipline of philosophy has traditionally been broken into five main branches or areas of study:
metaphysics or ontology is the study of reality or existence; epistemology is the study of knowledge; ethics is
the study of right and wrong in human action or the study of action; aesthetics is the study of beauty or the
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study of art; and logic is the study of the principles of right reasoning.
• Education is define as: the bringing up, as of a child, instruction; formation of manners; education
comprehends all that series of instruction and discipline which is intended to enlighten the understanding,
correct the temper, and form the manners and habits of youth, and fit them for usefulness in their future
stations.
• Philosophy of education is the study of such questions as what education is and what its purpose is, the nature
of the knowing mind and the human subject, problems of authority, and the relationship between education and
society.
• Several topics investigated in the philosophy of education are the nature of learning, especially in children;
the purpose of education, particularly the question of whether the chief goal of educators should be imparting
knowledge, developing intellectual independence, or instilling moral or political values; the nature of education-
related concepts, including the concept of education itself; the sources and legitimacy of educational
authority; and the conduct of educational research.
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